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Foreknowledge

Foreknowledge is structured information about the future based on analysis of the underlying shaping forces and causal
factors which are most likely to influence events, conditions, decisions and outcomes. The five principles of
foreknowledge may be employed in analysis of the future in the following ways:

1. The future is real in continuous evolving space-time.
The continuity of time, past, present and future, is a well-established philosophical principle. It precludes the
possibility of there being any disconnect between past and future. To argue that the future is unreal just because it
hasn’t arrived yet is to fail to understand the stability of time since it began at the Big Bang about 13.8 billion
years ago. The reality of the coming future inspires us to study it so we can be better prepared.

2. The universe possesses a deep structure of lawfulness allowing scientific modelling and prediction.
The laws and formulae of nature, from universal gravity to the speed of light, from the laws of motion to
Einstein’s e=mc2, reflect a mathematical order underlying the physical world which enables science to make
predictions about future behaviour. There is scope for modelling in the social sciences, too, including human
behaviour which is embedded in the physical and social order.

3. An interconnected reality is in an infinite process of becoming, whereby everything emerges from pre-existing conditions.
Everything is a system, from the way our bodies work to the Solar System in which earth is located. In addition,
each system occurs within broader eco-systems, which, in turn, are all interconnected. This interdependence of all
life, energy and matter ensures that what happens always emerges from pre-existing conditions, enabling the
futurist to study emerging trends in significant detail.

4. Existence occurs in lifespans following lifecycles whereby future-evolution may be mapped.
Time works in cycles, including lifespans, seasons and units of time from days to years based on the predictable
Solar System. In society, there are discernible economic, business and technology cycles and even broader
historical cycles for empires, civilisations and eras. Cycles enable forecasts to be made for rises, peaks and troughs
in behaviour.

5. Causation and background conditions produce effects in the future.
Everything is caused by some prior influence in a never-ending chain of causation in both nature and society.
Since causes today produce effects tomorrow, it is possible to map out inevitable and probable future effects.


